3-0                         THE PHILOSOPHY

CHIP. I.   raal is surrounded with enemies, which incessantly seek
his misery and destruction.

" Man alone, said Demea, seems to be an exception
to this rule. Tor, by combination in society, he can
easily master lions, tigers, and bears, whose greater
strength and agility naturally enable them to prey
upon him.

On the contrary, it is here chiefly, cried Philo, that
the uniform and equal maxims of nature are most ap-
parent Man, it is true, can by combination surmount
all his real enemies, and become master of. the whole
animal creation ; but does he not immediately raise up
to himself imaginary enemies, the demons of his fancy,
who ] ;aunt him with superstitious terrors and blast every
enjoy ment of life ? His pleasure, as he itaagines, be-
comes in their eyes a crime; his food and repose give
them umbrage and offence; his very sleep and dreams
furnish new materials to anxious fear; and even death,
his refuge from every other ill, presents only the dread
of endless and innumerable woes. Nor does the wolf
molest more the timid flock, than superstition does the
anxious breast of wretched mortals.

" Besides, consider, Demea, this very society by which
we surmount those wild beasts, our natural enemies,
what new enemies does it not raise to us 1 what woe
and misery does it not occasion ? Man is the greatest
enemy of man. Oppression, injustice, contempt, con-
tumely, violence, sedition, war, calumny, treachery,
fraud; by the^e they mutually torment each other, and
they would soon dissolve that society which they had
formed, were it not for the dread of still greater ills
which must attend their separation.

"But though these external insults, said Demea,
from ani-malB, .from men, from all the elements which
assault us, form a frightful catalogue of woes, they are
nothing in comparison of those which arise within our-
selves^from the distempered condition of our mind and